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Abstract

Purpose: The present study aimed to examine the role of specialized teacher training in improving German
instructors’ pronunciation and speaking performance and to describe the oral performance of Al learners
taught by instructors with the strongest final performance.

Methodology: This applied descriptive-comparative study was conducted in two consecutive stages. In the
first stage, five German-language instructors, coded L1 to L5, participated in a four-week specialized teacher-
training course totaling 24 hours. Their oral performance was assessed before and after the training using a
five-point scale covering pronunciation accuracy, word stress, sentence stress, intonation, rhythm, and speech
clarity. The two instructors with the strongest final performance were then selected to teach two groups of
15 A1 learners each. A total of 30 learners aged 19—28 years with no previous experience learning German
participated in the second stage. At the end of instruction, learners’ oral performance was evaluated across
the same major pronunciation and speaking dimensions, and the data were analyzed descriptively.

Findings: The instructors’ mean performance score decreased from 2.80 at pretest to 1.95 at posttest,
indicating overall improvement. L1 and L2 achieved the strongest final scores of 1.50 and 1.75, respectively.
The overall speaking-performance mean was 1.83 + 0.35 in the group taught by L1 and 1.97 + 0.38 in the
group taught by L2. Across all learners, the strongest performance was observed in speech clarity with a mean
of 1.73, followed by pronunciation accuracy at 1.80 and word stress at 1.87, whereas intonation showed the
weakest performance with a mean of 2.07.

Conclusion: Specialized teacher training was associated with improved oral performance among German
instructors, while learners taught by the selected instructors demonstrated favorable final performance across
major pronunciation and speaking dimensions. Systematic integration of phonetics, suprasegmental features,
and corrective-feedback strategies into German teacher-training programs may therefore support higher-

quality pronunciation and speaking instruction.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

Speaking is one of the most demanding components of foreign-language learning because successful oral communication requires learners
to coordinate lexical, grammatical, phonological, and pragmatic knowledge in real time. In German as a foreign language, pronunciation
is particularly important at beginner levels because learners are simultancously constructing a new phonological system and developing
initial patterns of oral production. At the A1 level, inaccurate pronunciation patterns may become stabilized if they are not identified and
addressed systematically. Therefore, pronunciation should not be regarded as an isolated or peripheral component of language teaching;
rather, it should be integrated with communicative speaking activities from the carliest stages of instruction. Research on German-
language education has shown that the effectiveness of instruction at the Al level depends substantially on the organization of learning
materials and the appropriateness of instructional approaches for beginning learners (Moradi et al., 2024). In addition, the development
of speaking ability is influenced not only by learners’” knowledge of vocabulary and grammar but also by their ability to produce intelligible
sounds, appropriate word and sentence stress, rthythm, and intonation.

For Persian-speaking learners of German, pronunciation instruction is especially important because differences between the phonological
systems of Persian and German can contribute to systematic pronunciation errors. Linguistic interference from the first language may
affect learners’ production of German sounds and suprasegmental features, particularly at the beginner level (Haddadi & Meysami,

2019). Consequently, teachers need sufficient phonetic and phonological knowledge to recognize the source of pronunciation difficulties
and to provide corrective feedback that goes beyond simple repetition. Pronunciation instruction requires teachers to understand
articulation, stress patterns, rhythm, intonation, speech clarity, and the relationship between phonological form and communicative

meaning. Studies of language teachers have shown that teachers’ pronunciation knowledge, beliefs about the usefulness of pronunciation
instruction, and confidence in implementing pronunciation activities are important dimensions of effective classroom practice (Nagle et

al., 2020). Teacher education may therefore function as a critical mechanism for transforming theoretical phonological knowledge into

practical instructional competence.

Modern language teaching also requires teachers to respond to individual differences among learners and to the increasingly multilingual
character of language classrooms. Personality-related variables have been associated with destination-language acquisition, suggesting that
learners may differ substantially in their pace of language development and responsiveness to instructional conditions (Kosyakova &
Laible, 2022). Tolerance for ambiguity may also be relevant to foreign-language learning because beginner learners frequently encounter
unfamiliar sounds, partially understood messages, and uncertain communicative situations (Lietz, 2023). At the same time, plurilingual
teaching has received increasing attention in educational curricula, emphasizing the strategic use of learners’ prior linguistic resources
rather than treating the first language only as a source of interference (Jaekel et al., 2024). For Persian-speaking learners of German,
this perspective may help teachers identify cross-linguistic similarities and differences and use them deliberately in pronunciation

instruction.

Digital developments have further transformed the teaching and learning of German. Learners increasingly use online resources as part
of their regular language-learning practices (Larson-Guenette, 2013), while corpora provide opportunities for examining authentic
examples of language use and supporting data-driven instruction (Parvaneh & Sarakar Hasan Khan, 2018). Recent studies have also
examined the possible contribution of artificial intelligence tools such as ChatGPT to German-language learning (Clldir, 2023).
Moreover, online seminars and other digitally mediated professional-development formats have become increasingly relevant for
German-language teacher education (AksOZ & Darancik, 2022). Nevertheless, technology alone does not ensure effective pronunciation
learning. Teachers must be able to select appropriate resources, interpret learners’ errors, organize practice, and integrate pronunciation

work into meaningful communication.

The professional role of the language teacher therefore extends well beyond the transmission of linguistic content. Research on second-
language teachers has emphasized the relevance of professional knowledge, beliefs, identity, and instructional decision-making in shaping
classroom practice (Yu, 2025). Inclusive language education also requires sensitivity to learners with different linguistic and educational
backgrounds (Bohme et al., 2017). Furthermore, the cultural representation embedded in German-as-a-foreign-language materials can
influence learners’ engagement with the target language and its social contexts (Lendo et al., 2023). Language learning itself is connected
with wider social and identity-related processes, including migration, language maintenance, and language loss (Mathiesen, 2018). The

structural complexity of German, including relationships between word order and constituent structure, further reinforces the need for



teachers who can connect formal linguistic knowledge with of stress, intonation, and communicative meanin

Bahrami, 2017). The broader academic engagement with German-la itions across disciplines also demonstrat

relevance of competence in German for scholarly and professional purposes
present study aimed to examine the role of specialized teacher training in improvi
performance and to describe the final pronunciation and speaking performance of A1 learne

post-training performance.
Methods and Materials

The present applied study employed a descriptive-comparative design organized in two consecutive stages. In the first stage, five German-
language instructors, coded L1 to L5, participated in a four-week specialized teacher-training course lasting a total of 24 hours. All five
instructors completed an oral pretest before the training and an oral posttest after its completion. Their oral performance was rated on a
five-point scale in which a score of 1 represented the strongest performance and a score of 5 represented the weakest performance. The
assessment focused on major dimensions of German pronunciation and oral production, including pronunciation accuracy, word stress,
sentence stress, intonation, rhythm, and overall speech clarity. The training course combined theoretical and practical content.
Theoretical components included German phonetics and phonology, speech production and perception, word stress, sentence stress,
intonation, rhythm, and intelligibility. Practical components focused on pronunciation analysis, error identification, corrective feedback

strategies, guided practice, and integration of pronunciation instruction into communicative listening and speaking activities.

Following the posttest, two instructors were selected for the second stage on the basis of their final performance rather than the magnitude
of their pretest-to-posttest change. Because lower scores reflected better performance, L1 and L2, with posttest scores of 1.50 and 1.75,
respectively, were selected to teach two Al-level groups. Each group consisted of 15 learners, resulting in a total learner sample of 30
participants. Learners ranged in age from 19 to 28 years, included both sexes, and had no previous formal experience learning German.
Each selected instructor taught one group of 15 learners. Instruction emphasized practical application of pronunciation, word stress,
sentence stress, intonation, rhythm, and speech clarity in listening, speaking, and communicative classroom activities. Pronunciation

errors were corrected through targeted feedback and opportunities for repeated production.

At the end of the instructional period, the learners’ speaking performance was evaluated using the same general five-point direction of
scoring, with lower scores indicating stronger perforrnance. Their final oral performance was examined across pronunciation accuracy,
word stress, sentence stress, intonation, rhythm, speech clarity, and overall speaking performance. Because the study was descriptive-
comparative, the data were analyzed descriptively. Instructor pretest and posttest scores were compared individually and in aggregate,
and the magnitude and direction of score changes were calculated. Learner performance was summarized through means and standard
deviations for each oral-performance component. No causal inference was made because the learner phase did not include a pretest or

control group.
Findings

All five instructors demonstrated improved oral performance after the specialized training course. The mean instructor score decreased
from 2.80 at pretest to 1.95 at posttest, corresponding to an average improvement of 0.85 points. L1 improved from 2.00 to 1.50,
representing a reduction of 0.50 points or 25.00% relative to the initial score. L2 improved from 2.50 to 1.75, a reduction of 0.75 points
or 30.00%. L3 improved from 3.50 to 2.50, representing a 1.00-point reduction or 28.57%. L4 and L5 both improved from 3.00 to
2.00, corresponding to 1.00-point reductions and 33.33% improvement relative to their initial scores. Although L3, L4, and L5 showed
larger absolute changes than L1, the strongest final posttest performances belonged to L1 and L2; therefore, these instructors were

selected to teach the learner groups.

The learner results indicated generally favorable final oral performance in both groups. In the group taught by L1, the mean score for

onunciation acc 3 +0.46, word stress 1.80 + 0.41, sentence stress 1.93  0.46, intonation 2.00 £ 0.53, rhythm 1.87 &
The overall speaking-performance mean in this group was 1.83 £ 0.35. In the group taught by L2,
2, word stress 1.93 £ 0.46, sentence stress 2.07 £ 0.46, intonation 2.13 £ 0.52, rhythm

verall speaking-performance mean was 1.97 £ 0.38.

cech clarity showed the
.87. Rhythm had a mean of 1.93, sen
arner groups was 1.90. Descriptively, the group

¢ overall mean score at 1.73, followed by pronunciation accuracy at 1.80
2.00, and intonation 2.07. The overall speaking-performance mean

obtained slightly lower, and therefore more favorable, mean
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scores across all assessed dimensions compared with the group taught by L2. However, because the study did not include learner pretests

or inferential comparisons, these differences were interpreted only descriptively.
Discussion and Conclusion

The findings showed a consistent pattern of improvement in all five instructors after participation in the specialized teacher-training
program. The reduction in posttest scores suggests that focused preparation in phonetics, phonology, prosody, corrective feedback, and
communicative pronunciation teaching may contribute to stronger instructor performance. An important feature of the findings was that
improvement was observed both among instructors who already performed relatively well before training and among those whose initial
scores were weaker. This suggests that structured professional development may support instructors with different starting levels,

although the extent and form of improvement may vary across individuals.

The distinction between the magnitude of improvement and final performance was also important. L3, L4, and L5 showed greater
numerical change than L1, yet L1 and L2 achieved the strongest final performance and were therefore selected for teaching. This indicates
that evaluation of teacher development should consider both improvement over time and the final level of professional performance. In
practical teacher education, these two indicators answer different questions: change scores reflect development, whereas final scores

indicate the level of competence available for classroom implementation.

The learner findings further showed that the two groups achieved generally favorable final performance, particularly in speech clarity,
pronunciation accuracy, and word stress. These dimensions may be more accessible to beginning learners because they can be practiced
through focused listening, imitation, repetition, and corrective feedback. In contrast, sentence stress and intonation showed relatively
weaker performance. These suprasegmental features require learners to coordinate pronunciation with syntax, meaning, information
structure, and communicative intention. Such coordination is likely to be more difficult for A1 learners who are still acquiring basic
grammatical and lexical resources. Consequently, pronunciation curricula for beginners may benefit from a developmental sequence in

which basic segmental accuracy and intelligibility are established first and more complex prosodic patterns are progressively expanded.

The slightly stronger descriptive performance of the group taught by L1 was consistent with L1’s stronger post-training score, but this
pattern should not be interpreted as evidence of a direct causal relationship. Learner groups were not assessed before instruction, and
there was no control group. Nevertheless, the consistency of the observed direction suggests that instructor-level pronunciation

competence may be relevant to the quality of pronunciation input, corrective feedback, and communicative practice provided to learners.

Overall, the study indicates that specialized teacher training can be associated with improved instructor performance in German
pronunciation and speaking and that learners taught by instructors with strong final performance can demonstrate favorable outcomes in
several oral-production dimensions. The results also highlight the importance of treating pronunciation as a multidimensional component
of communication rather than as isolated sound production. Teacher-training programs in German as a foreign language should therefore
include phonetics, word and sentence stress, intonation, rhythm, intelligibility, error correction, and communicative practice as
integrated professional competencies. At the same time, future studies should use larger samples, learner pretests, control groups,
multiple independent raters, and longitudinal follow-up in order to determine more precisely how teacher development translates into

learner progress.
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