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Abstract

Purpose: The present study aimed to identify and explain the epistemological foundations of the Philosophy
for Teachers (P4T) program by examining the nature of knowledge, sources of knowledge, processes of
cognition, validity of knowledge, and the relationship between knowledge and practice.

Methodology: This study employed a qualitative approach using an analytical-documentary method. The
research population consisted of scientific documents and sources related to philosophy education and
Philosophy for Teachers programs. Relevant documents were selected purposively and analyzed through
coding and interpretive analysis. Data collection tools included note-taking and content checklists whose
validity and reliability were evaluated by experts in the field.

Findings: The findings indicated that knowledge in the P4T program is viewed as a dynamic, human-
centered, reflective, and experience-based process. Major sources of knowledge included reason, experience,
intuition, dialogue, language, reflection, and social interaction. The cognitive process was grounded in
inquiry, critical thinking, reflective practice, narration, and teacher—learner interaction. The validity of
knowledge depended on rational justification, critical evaluation, openness to critique, and coherence
between thought and lived experience. The results further demonstrated a reciprocal relationship between
knowledge and educational practice, where teachers act as facilitators of thinking and embody knowledge
through reflective educational action.

Conclusion: The Philosophy for Teachers program, through emphasizing philosophical thinking, reflective
inquiry, and the integration of knowledge and practice, can contribute significantly to teacher development
and educational improvement. Attention to its epistemological foundations provides opportunities for
theoretical reconstruction and localization of philosophical teacher education while fostering critical thinking,

professional self-awareness, and informed pedagogical decision-making among teachers.

This article is derived from a doctoral thesis conducted at Shahed University, Tehran, entitled: “Explaining
the epistemological foundations of the philosophy education program for teachers in order to develop a
theoretical framework and validate it

d https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.soe.768

ﬁ Creative Commons: CC BY 4.0



https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.soe.768
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3598-2641
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2239-9388
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7868-0868
https://doi.org/10.22034/ijes.2021.541983.1184

(ShSad 5 o) (PET) olokeo (elys dhdd asiyy L3S pmo il cppesd 5 sl /Y

Detailed Abstract
Introduction

In contemporary educational systems, teachers are no longer viewed merely as transmitters of information; rather, they are considered
reflective intellectuals, facilitators of inquiry, and agents of educational transformation. The increasing complexity of educational
environments has highlighted the necessity of philosophical thinking in teacher education and professional development. Educational
philosophy provides teachers with the intellectual foundations required to critically examine educational goals, teaching methods, ethical
responsibilities, and the meaning of learning itself (Iravani et al., 2008; Walcot, 1966). Consequently, philosophical inquiry has become

an essential component of professional teacher identity and reflective educational practice.

Over the past decades, the Philosophy for Children (P4C) movement has significantly influenced educational thought by emphasizing
critical, creative, and caring thinking among learners (Azadi & Omid, 2022; Safaei Moghadam, 1998). However, rescarchers
gradually realized that the success of philosophical education for students largely depends on teachers” own philosophical capacities. This
recognition led to the emergence of the Philosophy for Teachers (P4T) approach, which secks to cultivate reflective and philosophically
minded teachers capable of engaging in inquiry, dialogue, and ethical reasoning (Bush, 2017; Orchard et al., 2016).

The P4T program aims to develop teachers’ critical reflection, professional judgment, philosophical inquiry, and ethical decision-making.

In this framework, teachers are encouraged to question assumptions, analyze educational purposes, and reconstruct their educational

practices through reflective thinking (Karimi, 2021). Philosophical inquiry in teacher education therefore moves beyond theoretical

instruction and becomes a transformative process that reshapes teachers’ professional identity and understanding of education

(Khodamoradi & Magsoudi, 2025).

A central issue in the Philosophy for Teachers program concerns its epistemological foundations. Epistemology, as a branch of philosophy,
examines the nature of knowledge, sources of cognition, criteria of truth, and limits of understanding (Derrida, 1997; Peirce, 2010).
Traditional educational systems often viewed knowledge as objective, stable, and transferable, whereas contemporary epistemological
perspectives regard knowledge as dynamic, contextual, interpretive, and socially constructed (Biesta, 2009). Such perspectives

emphasize inquiry, reflection, interaction, and experience as central dimensions of learning and cognition (Prowl, 2015).

Within the Philosophy for Teachers framework, knowledge is not merely the acquisition of theoretical concepts; rather, it is understood
as reflective awareness emerging from lived experience, dialogue, and critical engagement with educational realities (Mohammadi et
al., 2023). Teachers are expected to become philosophical practitioners who continuously reinterpret their professional experiences and
educational beliefs (Bagherpour, 2018). This approach aligns with broader educational theories emphasizing reflective practice and
experiential learning (Yari Dehnavi & Pourkarimi Havashki, 2018).

Previous studies have shown that philosophical mindset and reflective thinking significantly influence teaching quality, professional
motivation, and teachers’ instructional approaches (Soltani & Koushi, 2015). Teachers with philosophical orientations tend to adopt
dialogical, inquiry-based, and participatory teaching methods and demonstrate greater flexibility and depth in dealing with educational
challenges (Farmahini Farahani & Fathi Jahanshahi, 2023; Madadi Mahani, 2021). Moreover, philosophical education has been
associated with stronger professional identity, ethical awareness, and reflective capacities among teachers and student-teachers (Satiroglu

Karaagag, 2024).

Despite the growing importance of Philosophy for Teachers, limited attention has been paid to its epistemological dimensions, particularly
within the context of teacher education in Iran. Most studies have focused on the implementation of philosophical thinking or Philosophy
for Children programs rather than investigating the underlying epistemological assumptions of P4T (Karimi et al., 2020). Therefore,
understanding the epistemological foundations of Philosophy for Teachers is essential for developing theoretically grounded and
contextually appropriate teacher education programs. Accordingly, the present study aimed to identify and explain the epistemological

foundations of the Philosophy for Teachers program.
Methods and Materials

The present study employed a qualitative approach using an analytical-documentary method. The research was both fundamental and
applied in nature and focused on identifying the epistemological dimensions of the Philosophy for Teachers program through systematic

analysis of educational and philosophical documents.



The research population consisted of all valid scientific resour books, Persian and English journal articles, dissertati

Philosophy for Teachers, teacher educati

educational documents related to philosophy education, Philosophy

and reflective teachjng. These resources were collected from national and 1 academic databases.

The sample included all relevant documents directly or indirectly related to the episte
Purposive sampling was employed to select the most conceptually rich and theoretically rele
note-taking forms, content checklists, and analytical coding sheets specifically designed for the stu

instruments were evaluated through expert review and content validation procedures.

Data analysis was conducted using qualitative coding and interpretive thematic analysis. Open coding was first applied to identify
conceptual units related to epistemological assumptions. Subsequently, axial coding was used to organize the extracted concepts into
broader categories and dimensions. Finally, selective coding and interpretive analysis were conducted to construct a comprehensive

explanation of the epistemological foundations underlying the Philosophy for Teachers program.
Findings

The findings revealed that the epistemological foundations of the Philosophy for Teachers program consist of several interrelated
dimensions, including the nature of knowledge, sources of knowledge, processes of cognition, validity and justification of knowledge,

and the relationship between knowledge and educational practice.

Regarding the nature of knowledge, the findings indicated that knowledge in the P4T framework is conceived as dynamic, interpretive,
reflective, and experience-based rather than fixed or merely transmissible. Knowledge is understood as an ongoing process of meaning-
making emerging through inquiry, reflection, and interaction with educational experiences. Teachers are expected to move beyond

superficial understanding toward deep and reflective comprehension of educational realities.

The findings further demonstrated that knowledge within the P4T program is closely linked to sclf-awareness and professional identity.
Teachers’ lived experiences, philosophical reflections, and educational narratives play a crucial role in constructing pedagogical
understanding. Philosophical knowledge was identified as a process of critically examining assumptions, values, and educational purposes

rather than memorizing abstract theories.

In relation to sources of knowledge, the study identified reason, experience, dialogue, intuition, language, and social interaction as the
primary epistemological resources within the Philosophy for Teachers framework. The findings emphasized that cognition is not
exclusively derived from rational analysis; rather, experiential learning, reflective practice, collaborative inquiry, and dialogical
engagement are equally important in shaping educational understanding. Teachers’ personal beliefs, cultural values, ethical commitments,

and reflective interactions with learners also emerged as significant sources of professional knowledge.

The findings concerning the process of cognition indicated that philosophical knowledge develops through questioning, inquiry, critical
reflection, narrative reconstruction, and dialogical participation. Reflection on teaching experiences, collaborative discussions, and critical
examination of educational assumptions were identified as essential mechanisms of philosophical learning. The process of cognition was
also characterized as gradual, developmental, and transformative, enabling teachers to reconstruct their professional perspectives over

time.

The analysis additionally revealed that validity of knowledge in the P4T program depends on rational justification, critical evaluation,
openness to critique, and coherence between thought and lived experience. Truth was not considered absolute or final but rather
provisional and revisable in light of experience, reasoning, and reflective dialogue. Logical skepticism, critical questioning, and

methodological doubt were recognized as important criteria for evaluating educational knowledge.

ighted a reciprocal relationship between knowledge and practice. Educational knowledge acquires meaning

Finally, the findings hi

flective teaching practice simultancously contributes to the reconstruction of knowledge. Teachers in
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function as facilitators of inquiry and reflective practitioners whose actions embody their

e present study demonstrated that t for Teachers program is grounded in a dynamic and reflective

knowledge that emphasizes inquiry, dialogue, liv e, and critical reflection. Knowledge within this framework
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is not treated as static information to be transmitted but as a process of meaning-making emerging through interaction and reflection.
Such findings indicate that the epistemological orientation of P4T aligns closely with constructivist and interpretive approaches to

education.

The results further suggest that philosophical inquiry plays a central role in teachers’ professional development and identity formation.
By engaging teachers in reflection, dialogue, and critical questioning, the Philosophy for Teachers approach enables them to reconsider
their educational beliefs, pedagogical assumptions, and ethical responsibilities. This process contributes not only to intellectual growth

but also to the development of reflective professional identity and educational self-awareness.

Another important finding concerns the centrality of dialogue and collaborative inquiry in the process of cognition. The study showed
that knowledge in P4T emerges through interaction and shared reflection rather than through unilateral transmission of information. This
confirms the importance of creating dialogical educational environments where teachers and learners engage collectively in inquiry and
philosophical exploration.

The findings also highlighted the inseparable relationship between knowledge and educational practice. In the Philosophy for Teachers
framework, teaching is viewed as a reflective and philosophical act in which theory and practice continuously interact. Teachers’ actions
become expressions of their educational understanding, while reflective engagement with practice reconstructs their knowledge and

professional judgment.

Overall, the present study demonstrated that the epistemological foundations of the Philosophy for Teachers program provide a
comprehensive framework for promoting reflective teaching, critical thinking, professional identity, and ethical educational practice. By
emphasizing inquiry, dialogue, reflection, and the integration of theory and practice, P4T can contribute significantly to the
transformation of teacher education and the improvement of educational quality. Therefore, integrating philosophical inquiry into teacher
education programs may play a vital role in preparing reflective, critical, and intellectually engaged teachers capable of responding

effectively to contemporary educational challenges.
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2 Deep and Fundamental Knowledge

3 Systemic and Integrative Knowledge
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2 Teachers’ Reflective Experience

3 Community of Inquiry as Source of Knowledge
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1 Critical Reflection on Educational Contexts

2 Dialogue as a Source of Knowledge

3 Philosophical Concepts as Knowledge Resources

4 Experience in the Community of Inquiry

5 Human Interaction as a Source of Understanding

6 Teacher and Student as Co-inquirers

7 Children’s Experience and Social Interaction

8 Philosophical Dialogue as Source of Knowledge

9 Teacher’s Intellectual Guidance as Source of Learning
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? Inquiry and Questioning

3 Analytical & Deductive Reasoning
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¢ Learning Philosophy through Engagement in Practice
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