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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to identify the components of Jihad of Explanation in Nahjul-
Balagha and to clarify the role of the education system in its effective realization in
contemporary society.

Methodology: This research is theoretical-fundamental in purpose and employs a
descriptive—analytical and inferential methodology. Data were collected through
documentary analysis and qualitative content analysis of religious texts, particularly Nahjul-
Balagha. Relevant sermons, letters, and aphorisms were extracted, coded, and categorized
based on epistemological, explanatory, and educational themes. The data were then
analyzed using philosophical and educational frameworks, leading to the development of a
conceptual model linking Alid epistemology, Jihad of Explanation, and the education
system.

Findings: The findings indicate that Nahjul-Balagha provides an epistemological
foundation for Jihad of Explanation through its emphasis on rationality, innate disposition,
faith, intuitive insight, and beneficial knowledge. Core components include enlightenment
and awareness-building, combating distortion, defending truth, moral guidance, exposing
ignorance and materialism, and articulating justice-oriented governance principles.
Furthermore, results suggest that the realization of Jihad of Explanation remains incomplete
without a purposeful and awareness-oriented education system, and that cultivating
insightful, critical, and truth-secking individuals is essential for confronting cognitive
warfare and intellectual deviation.

Conclusion: The study concludes that Jihad of Explanation in Nahjul-Balagha is grounded
in profound epistemological principles and carries significant social and educational
implications, requiring a restructured education system aligned with Alid teachings to
nurture an aware, analytical, and truth-oriented generation.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

In the contemporary era, the expansion of cognitive warfare, media manipulation, and the proliferation of distorted narratives has
intensified the need for conceptual frameworks capable of safeguarding truth and guiding public understanding. Within the Islamic
intellectual tradition, the concept of Jihad of Explanation (Jihad al-Tabyin) has emerged as a critical epistemological and socio-cultural
response to such challenges. Unlike conventional interpretations of jihad limited to military struggle, this form emphasizes intellectual
engagement, clarification of truth, and resistance against distortion through rational discourse and ethical communication (Karimi &
Bakhshi, 2020; Rostami et al., 2024). This reconceptualization aligns with broader interpretations of jihad in Islamic thought, where
striving in the path of truth encompasses cognitive, moral, and social dimensions (Mesbah Yazdi, 2004; Noori Hamedani, 1987).

Nahjul-Balagha, as one of the most authoritative compilations of the sermons, letters, and sayings of Imam Ali (AS), provides a rich
epistemological and ethical foundation for understanding the mechanisms and objectives of Jihad of Explanation. Its discourse consistently
emphasizes rationality, awareness, justice, and the confrontation of ignorance and deviation (Azizi, 2008; Dashti, 2000). The text
portrays knowledge as illumination and ignorance as a source of misguidance, thereby positioning explanation and clarification as essential
tools for social reform and intellectual resilience. Furthermore, Nahjul-Balagha articulates a multidimensional epistemology grounded in

reason, revelation, and inner insight, offering a comprehensive framework for truth-seeking (Motahhari, 2002; Sobhani, 1998).

The educational system plays a pivotal role in operationalizing these epistemological principles. Islamic educational theories emphasize
the cultivation of critical thinking, moral integrity, and social responsibility as prerequisites for meaningful engagement with truth
(Beheshti et al., 1994; Faghali, 1991). Recent empirical studies have also demonstrated the positive impact of integrating Nahjul-
Balagha teachings into educational contexts, including improvements in emotional intelligence, ethical behavior, and social awareness
among students (Sadeghzadeh, 2023; Sadeghzadeh et al., 2023). Morecover, the role of educators in fostering explanatory

competencies and resisting cognitive distortions has been highlighted as essential in contemporary cultural contexts (Ebrahimi Goki et

al., 2022).

Given the increasing complexity of global information systems and ideological conflicts, revisiting Nahjul-Balagha as a foundational text
for understanding Jihad of Explanation offers valuable insights into constructing resilient educational and cultural systems. The present
study seeks to identify the core components of Jihad of Explanation within Nahjul-Balagha and to examine the role of the education system

in facilitating its realization.
Methods and Materials

This study adopts a theoretical-fundamental approach and employs a descriptive—analytical methodology combined with inferential
reasoning. Data collection was conducted through documentary analysis, focusing primarily on Nahjul-Balagha as the central source.
Relevant sermons, letters, and aphorisms associated with epistemological principles, explanatory methods, and educational implications

were systematically extracted.

The analytical process involved qualitative content analysis, where key concepts were coded, categorized, and interpreted within broader
philosophical and educational frameworks. The study also incorporated secondary sources, including classical Islamic texts and
contemporary educational research, to enhance the depth of analysis. The final stage of the research involved synthesizing the extracted

data into a conceptual model that illustrates the relationship between Alid epistemology, Jihad of Explanation, and the education system.
Findings

The analysis revealed that Jihad of Explanation in Nahjul-Balagha is grounded in a robust epistemological structure characterized by
rationality, innate disposition, faith, intuitive insight, and beneficial knowledge. These elements collectively form the basis for a

comprehensive understanding of truth and its dissemination in society.

Several core components of Jihad of Explanation were identified. First, enlightenment and awareness-building emerged as central
functions, emphasizing the role of knowledge in dispelling ignorance and fostering intellectual clarity. Second, combating distortion and
deviation was highlighted as a critical dimension, reflecting the necessity of confronting false narratives and ideological manipulation.
Third, defending truth and justice appeared as a recurring theme, underscoring the ethical responsibility of individuals to uphold integrity

in both personal and social contexts.



Additional components included moral guidance, which invo individuals toward ethical conduct and spiritual gro

t the corrupting influences of superficial

critical awareness of ignorance and materialism, which serves as a wa

worldly attachment. Furthermore, the articulation of justice-oriented go inciples demonstrated the br

implications of Jihad of Explanation, linking epistemological clarity with societal o

The findings also indicated that the realization of these components is highly dependent on
education system. Educational institutions were identified as primary agents in cultivating individu
reasoning, and active participation in explanatory processes. Without such a system, the practical impleme

remains incomplete and unsustainable.
Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study highlight the multifaceted nature of Jihad of Explanation as presented in Nahjul-Balagha, demonstrating its
significance not only as a religious concept but also as a comprehensive framework for addressing contemporary intellectual and cultural
challenges. The emphasis on rationality, cthical responsibility, and social engagement reflects a dynamic understanding of knowledge as

both a cognitive and transformative force.

One of the key implications of this study is the recognition that Jihad of Explanation extends beyond individual intellectual efforts and
requires collective institutional support, particularly within educational systems. Education, in this context, is not merely a process of
knowledge transmission but a transformative practice aimed at developing critical, aware, and morally responsible individuals. The
integration of Nahjul-Balagha’s teachings into educational curricula can therefore contribute to the formation of a generation capable of

resisting cognitive distortions and engaging constructively with complex social realities.

Furthermore, the study underscores the relevance of classical Islamic texts in addressing modern challenges. By revisiting Nahjul-Balagha
through a contemporary lens, it becomes evident that its teachings offer enduring principles for navigating issues such as misinformation,
ideological conflict, and moral ambiguity. The concept of Jihad of Explanation, as derived from this text, provides a strategic framework

for fostering intellectual resilience and promoting social cohesion.

In conclusion, the realization of Jihad of Explanation in contemporary society necessitates a comprehensive approach that integrates
epistemological clarity, ethical commitment, and educational innovation. The findings suggest that aligning educational systems with the
principles articulated in Nahjul-Balagha can significantly enhance the capacity of individuals and communities to engage in meaningful

explanatory practices. Such alignment not only contributes to the preservation of truth but also supports the development of a more

informed, just, and cohesive society.
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