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Abstract

Purpose: The present study aimed to develop and test a structural equation model of
educational activities based on the culture of sacrifice in Iranian secondary schools.
Methodology: This study employed a descriptive-survey design with a quantitative
approach. The statistical population consisted of all educational activities teachers in Fars
Province (approximately 2,500 in 2025-2026), from which 333 participants were selected
using the Krejcie and Morgan table. Data were collected through a 39-item researcher-
made questionnaire whose validity was confirmed by experts and reliability established via
Cronbach’s alpha above 0.7. Data analysis was conducted using structural equation
modeling with the Partial Least Squares (PLS) method in SmartPLS software. Composite
reliability, average variance extracted (AVE), discriminant validity, and model fit indices
were evaluated.

Findings: Results indicated that all factor loadings exceeded 0.4 and t-values were
statistically significant, confirming construct validity. Reliability indices (CR>0.7) and
convergent validity (AVE>0.4) were satisfactory, while the Fornell-Larcker criterion
supported discriminant validity. Coefficients of determination (R?) ranged from 0.622 to
0.948, indicating strong explanatory power, with an average of 0.786. Predictive relevance
(Q?) values demonstrated strong predictive capability, and the overall goodness-of-fit
(GOF=0.50) confirmed robust model fit. Four main dimensions—individual-personality,
social-cultural, religious-spiritual, and educational-infrastructural—were identified as
significant components of the model.

Conclusion: The proposed model demonstrates strong fit and explanatory power,
indicating that effective development of educational activities based on the culture of
sacrifice requires a multidimensional and integrated approach within the educational
system.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

Human capital, particularly adolescents and young people, constitutes the most strategic asset of any society, as their attitudes, values,
and behavioral orientations fundamentally shape the future trajectory of social, cultural, and political systems. Educational systems,
therefore, carry a critical responsibility in transmitting core values and cultivating well-rounded individuals aligned with societal ideals
(Hafizi, 2022; Tarihi & Samadi, 2016). Within this framework, culture plays a central role as a system of shared beliefs, norms, and
practices that guide human behavior. Among various cultural constructs, the culture of sacrifice—defined by altruism, selflessness, and
prioritization of collective well-being over individual interests—holds a prominent position in value-based educational paradigms,

particularly in Islamic societies (Mirzaei & Ameripuor, 2022; Safarzadeh, 2024).

In contemporary contexts characterized by globalization, digital transformation, and increasing exposure to diverse cultural influences,
educational systems face significant challenges in preserving and transmitting indigenous value systems. Studies indicate that exposure to
modern media and digital environments can reshape youth perceptions and potentially weaken their attachment to traditional values
(Tarihi & Samadi, 2016). Consequently, there is a growing need for educational strategies that integrate traditional values with modern
pedagogical approaches to ensure relevance and effectiveness (Pratiwi & Ihwan, 2025; Syafi'i & Shokheh, 2025). Educational activities
beyond formal instruction—commonly referred to as extracurricular or developmental activities—play a pivotal role in this regard, as
they provide experiential learning opportunities that facilitate the internalization of values (Heydari, 2022; Hosseini & Hosseini,
2022).

Empirical research supports the effectiveness of such activities in fostering moral and social development. For instance, exposure to value-
based programs related to sacrifice and martyrdom has been shown to enhance religious attitudes, strengthen social responsibility, and
encourage prosocial behavior among students (Keshavarzi & Kargar Jahromi, 2025). However, existing studies also highlight several
challenges, including superficial teaching methods, lack of engaging pedagogical strategies, and a disconnect between theoretical content

and lived experiences (Rostami et al., 2024).

Furthermore, recent educational theories emphasize the integration of cognitive, emotional, social, and spiritual dimensions in student
development. Approaches focusing on 21st-century skills underline the importance of soft skills, ethical reasoning, and identity formation,
which align closely with the principles of the culture of sacrifice (Rosin et al., 2025). Leadership and institutional factors also play a
significant role, as effective school management and supportive environments facilitate the implementation of value-based educational

programs (Sahrudin, 2025).

Despite the recognized importance of the culture of sacrifice in education, there is a notable gap in the literature regarding comprehensive
structural models that systematically integrate its various dimensions within educational activities. Most existing studies are either
descriptive or focus on isolated aspects, lacking a holistic and empirically validated framework (Afkari & Andalibnia, 2022; Turki et
al., 2022). Theoretical models grounded in Islamic educational philosophy suggest that effective value transmission requires the
integration of individual, social, spiritual, and structural dimensions (Sadra et al., 2025; Zarabi et al., 2025). Accordingly, the present
study aims to address this gap by developing and testing a structural equation model of educational activities based on the culture of

sacrifice in Iranian secondary schools.
Methods and Materials

This study employed a descriptive-survey design using a quantitative approach. The statistical population consisted of all educational
activity teachers in Fars Province, numbering approximately 2,500 individuals. Based on the Krejcie and Morgan sampling table, a sample
of 333 participants was selected through appropriate sampling techniques. Data were collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire

comprising 39 items designed to measure various dimensions of educational activities based on the culture of sacrifice.

The validity of the instrument was established through expert review, ensuring content relevance and clarity. Reliability was assessed
using Cronbach’s alpha, with all constructs demonstrating coefficients above 0.70, indicating acceptable internal consistency. Data analysis
was conducted using Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM) via SmartPLS software. The measurement model
was evaluated using factor loadings, composite reliability (CR), and average variance extracted (AVE), while discriminant validity was
assessed through the Fornell-Larcker criterion. The structural model was examined using path coefficients, t-values, coefficients of

determination (R?), predictive relevance (Q?), and overall goodness-of-fit (GOF).



Findings

The results of the measurement model evaluation indicated that all facto

ceeded the acceptable threshold o

ility values for all con

the adequacy of the indicators in representing their respective constructs. Com;
and average variance extracted values exceeded 0.40, demonstrating satisfactory relia
was confirmed through the Fornell-Larcker criterion, as the square roots of AVE values

correlations with other constructs.

The structural model analysis revealed that all path coefficients were statistically significant, with t-values ex e critical value of
1.96 at the 95% confidence level. The coefficients of determination (R?) for the endogenous constructs ranged from 0.622 to 0.948,
indicating strong explanatory power of the model. The average R? value of 0.786 further supported the robustness of the structural

relationships.

Predictive relevance (Q?) values for all endogenous constructs were above 0.15, indicating moderate to strong predictive capability of
the model. Additionally, the overall goodness-of-fit (GOF) index was calculated to be 0.50, which exceeds the threshold for a strong
model fit.

The analysis identified four primary dimensions of educational activities based on the culture of sacrifice: individual-personality, social-
cultural, religious-spiritual, and educational-infrastructural. These dimensions collectively form a comprehensive model that explains the

structure and functioning of value-based educational activities in secondary schools.
Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that educational activities based on the culture of sacrifice can be effectively conceptualized and
implemented through a multidimensional structural model. The identification of four interrelated dimensions highlights the complexity

of value-based education and underscores the necessity of adopting a holistic approach in designing and executing educational programs.

The individual-personality dimension emphasizes the importance of internal transformation, including the development of self-awareness,
responsibility, and moral identity. This dimension serves as the foundation for value internalization, as behavioral change is unlikely to

occur without corresponding cognitive and emotional engagement.

The social-cultural dimension reflects the role of environmental and contextual factors in shaping student behavior. Schools function as
microcosms of society, where social interactions, group norms, and cultural practices contribute to the reinforcement or transformation

of values. Therefore, fostering a supportive and value-oriented school culture is essential for the success of such programs.

The religious-spiritual dimension provides the moral and motivational framework for the culture of sacrifice. By connecting educational
activities to deeper spiritual beliefs, this dimension enhances the meaning and sustainability of value-based behaviors. It also contributes

to the development of a coherent value system that guides students’ decision—rnaking processes.

The educational-infrastructural dimension highlights the significance of institutional support, including curriculum design, teacher
training, and resource allocation. Without adequate infrastructure, even well-designed programs may fail to achieve their intended
outcomes. This dimension underscores the need for systemic alignment between educational policies, teaching practices, and evaluation

mechanisms.

Overall, the proposed model offers a comprehensive framework for understanding and implementing educational activities based on the
culture of sacrifice. Its strong empirical support suggests that it can serve as a valuable tool for policymakers, educators, and researchers

secking to enhance the effectiveness of value-based education. The integration of multiple dimensions ensures that educational

interventions address both individual and contextual factors, thereby increasing their overall impact and sustainability.
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