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Abstract

Purpose: This study aimed to examine the effect of participatory classroom management on
academic participation and classroom climate among elementary school students.

Methodology: A quantitative correlational design was employed. The population consisted of
elementary school students from public schools, from whom a random sample was selected. Data
were collected using standardized questionnaires on participatory classroom management and
classroom climate, and analyzed through inferential statistical tests.

Findings: Statistical analyses revealed a significant positive effect of participatory classroom
management on students’ academic participation. A meaningful relationship was also found between
participatory management and a positive socio-emotional classroom climate. Participatory
management significantly predicted variance in academic participation.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that participatory classroom management enhances classroom
interactions, fosters students’ sense of belonging, and promotes active engagement in learning
processes. This approach can be considered an effective educational strategy in elementary

education.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

Classroom learning environments have undergone a fundamental transformation in recent decades, shifting from teacher-centered
instructional models toward participatory, student-centered approaches that emphasize interaction, dialogue, and shared responsibility
for learning. Within this paradigm shift, classroom management is no longer understood merely as maintaining discipline or controlling
student behavior, but rather as a complex pedagogical process aimed at facilitating engagement, fostering positive relationships, and
creating a supportive socio-emotional climate. Research consistently demonstrates that the quality of classroom climate is a core indicator

of instructional effectiveness, particularly in elementary education where students’ early experiences shape long-term attitudes toward

learning and school (Andic et al., 2010).

Student participation has been widely recognized as a key mechanism through which learning becomes meaningful, durable, and socially
grounded. Participation encompasses behavioral, cognitive, and emotional dimensions and is influenced by individual characteristics as
well as contextual and instructional factors (Precourt & Gainor, 2019). While personal traits such as personality type may affect
students’ willingness to participate, accumulating evidence suggests that teacher practices and classroom management styles exert a
stronger and more consistent influence on students’ engagement patterns (Lee, 2005; Severe et al., 2024). In particular, participatory
classroom management—characterized by shared decision-making, collaborative rule-setting, dialogic interaction, and respect for
students’ voices—has emerged as a promising approach for enhancing both classroom climate and student participation (Berliana &

Habiby, 2024).

Empirical studies indicate that classrooms guided by democratic and participatory principles tend to exhibit higher levels of social
participation, mutual trust, and emotional safety, all of which contribute to students’ academic engagement (Zurbriggen et al., 2023).
Conversely, overly authoritarian or control-oriented management practices have been linked to passive learning environments, reduced
motivation, and students’ reluctance to express ideas or ask questions (Tseng, 2024). These dynamics are particularly salient in

elementary schools, where students are still developing foundational social, emotional, and academic competencies.

Theoretical and empirical work further highlights the mediating role of classroom climate in the relationship between teacher practices
and student outcomes. A positive classroom climate—marked by supportive teacher—student relationships, constructive peer
interactions, and emotional security—has been shown to enhance student engagement and academic achievement (Memari &
Gholamshahi, 2020; Tao et al., 2022). Qualitative investigations of classroom participation reveal that students are more likely to
engage when they perceive their teachers as attentive listeners who value their contributions and provide nonjudgmental feedback
(Comber & Hayes, 2023). At the same time, practices such as grading participation or applying implicit pressure to speak may
undermine authentic engagement and generate anxiety, thereby reducing the benefits of participation (Holly et al., 2024).

Within the Iranian educational context, growing attention has been paid to participatory approaches in classroom management. Recent
studies conducted in elementary schools suggest that participatory management not only improves classroom climate but also contributes
to students’ academic achievement and sense of responsibility (Gholami Ghahderijani, 2024; Sadeghi Bahmani et al., 2023).
However, despite the expanding body of literature, there remains a need for integrative empirical studies that simultancously examine
participatory classroom management, classroom climate, and student academic participation within a unified analytical framework,

particularly at the elementary level. Addressing this gap provides the conceptual foundation for the present study.
Methods and Materials

This study employed a quantitative correlational research design to examine the relationships among participatory classroom management,
classroom climate, and academic participation in elementary school students. The target population consisted of students enrolled in
public elementary schools. A sample was selected using random sampling procedures to ensure adequate representation. Data were
collected through standardized self-report questionnaires measuring participatory classroom management practices, perceived classroom
climate, and students’ academic participation. Prior to analysis, data were screened for completeness, normality, and statistical
assumptions. Inferential statistical analyses, including correlation analysis and regression modeling, were conducted using appropriate

statistical software to test the study hypotheses.



Findings

The results of inferential analyses indicated a statistically significant pos ship between participatory classt

and students’ academic participation. Higher levels of participatory manageme ere associated with i

cognitive engagement among students. Regression analysis further revealed that par SSroom mana

meaningful proportion of variance in academic participation, indicating its predictive power.

In addition, participatory classroom management showed a significant positive effect on classroom clin

shared decision-making, collaborative interaction, and supportive teacher behaviors demonstrated more € socio-emotional

climates. Analysis also revealed a significant association between classroom climate and academic participation, suggesting that students

in more positive classroom environments were more actively engaged in learning activities.

Finally, the combined model demonstrated that participatory classroom management and classroom climate together provided a stronger
explanation of academic participation than cither variable alone, highlighting the interrelated nature of management practices,

environmental factors, and student engagement outcomes.
Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore the pivotal role of participatory classroom management in shaping both the social environment of
the classroom and students’ active involvement in learning. The positive association between participatory management and academic
participation suggests that when students are given opportunities to contribute to classroom decisions, express their perspectives, and
engage collaboratively, they are more likely to invest effort and attention in academic tasks. This supports the view that participation is

not solely an individual disposition but is significantly constructed through instructional and managerial contexts.

The results also highlight the importance of classroom climate as a contextual mechanism through which participatory management exerts
its influence. A positive classroom climate appears to function as a supportive backdrop that reduces participation-related anxiety,
enhances students’ sense of belonging, and normalizes active engagement as part of classroom culture. In such environments, participation

becomes an authentic and voluntary behavior rather than a response to external pressure or evaluation.

From an educational perspective, the findings suggest that efforts to improve student engagement in elementary schools should extend
beyond curricular reforms to include systematic attention to classroom management styles. Participatory approaches offer a viable
pathway for fostering inclusive, dynamic, and emotionally supportive classrooms that encourage students to take an active role in their

own learning.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that participatory classroom management is a significant predictor of both classroom climate and
academic participation among elementary school students. By promoting shared responsibility, dialogue, and mutual respect,
participatory management practices contribute to more positive learning environments and higher levels of student engagement. These
findings reinforce the value of participatory pedagogies in elementary education and point to the need for teacher training and school

policies that support the implementation of such approaches as a means of enhancing educational quality and student outcomes.
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