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Abstract

Purpose: This study aimed to investigate the current status of the dimensions of awe-
inspiring education from the perspective of elementary school teachers and principals in
Khuzestan Province.

Methodology: The present study is applied in nature and follows a quantitative approach,
utilizing a survey method. The statistical population included all principals and teachers
working in schools across Khuzestan Province. A multi-stage cluster sampling method was
used to select eight regions from the province, resulting in a total sample of 717 teachers
and 211 principals.

Findings: The findings of this study indicate that the awe-inspiring education scale and all
of its subscales exceed the average with more than 99% confidence. In other words, the
current status of awe-inspiring education and its 14 subscales are significantly above average.
Additionally, based on the calculated mean scores, the conditions related to the emotional
and psychological state during teaching and child-centered education are better than other
factors. The data also reveal that the ranking of the dimensions of the awe-inspiring
education scale significantly differ from each other with more than 99% confidence.
Conclusion: Over the past decade, the role of awe in education has attracted increasing
attention, likely as a counterbalance to the emphasis on efficiency, effectiveness, and
standardized test results among students. Therefore, although similar studies have been
conducted in Iran, they are not substantial, and it is necessary to recommend that teachers
and principals in schools do not overlook the role of awe-inspiring education.

d https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.soe.11.3.2
Bli’ https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23221445.1401.15.1.1.0

Creative Commons: CC BY 4.0


https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.soe.11.3.2
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23221445.1401.15.1.1.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0731-3686
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3412-3143
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3615-607X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3920-5447
https://doi.org/10.22034/ijes.2021.541983.1184
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23221445.1401.15.1.1.0

Y daxa0o (\\c'\c )'.:.}‘L_[)Y' b)\.wf) NN 0)9d ‘03)5)1.‘.5 U:’)}‘J Lf""‘""s o\:m\}

Detailed Abstract

Introduction: In recent years, the concept of awe-inspiring education has garnered significant attention in educational
research and practice. Scholars argue that fostering a sense of awe in educational settings can enhance students' intrinsic
motivation, engagement, and critical thinking skills (Di Paolantonio, 2019; Egan et al., 2014; Geller et al., 2018). Awe is
often described as a powerful emotional and cognitive experience that arises when individuals encounter something vast and
beyond their current understanding (Schinkel, 2017, 2019, 2021). In the context of education, it plays a crucial role in
stimulating curiosity and deepening learning experiences. Studies have explored the presence and impact of awe in various
educational domains, such as science education (Gilbert & Byers, 2017; Hadzigeorgiou, 2022), environmental education
(Hadzigeorgiou & Judson, 2017), and medical education (Geller et al., 2018). However, there is still a lack of empirical
research on how awe is currently integrated into educational practices and how teachers and school policies influence its
cultivation. Awe-inspiring education can be characterized by teaching strategies that promote exploration, imagination, and
critical thinking. It also involves creating a rich learning environment where students are encouraged to view familiar concepts
from new perspectives and engage deeply with their learning materials (Hadzigeorgiou, 2014; Schinkel, 2021). Despite the
theoretical advancements in this area, practical implementation remains a challenge due to misconceptions about awe being
merely linked to fantasy or passivity. This study aims to investigate the current status of awe-inspiring education from the
perspective of elementary school teachers and principals in Khuzestan Province. By evaluating various dimensions of awe-
inspiring education, the study secks to provide insights into the effectiveness of teaching strategies and school policies in

fostering awe in educational settings.

Methodology: This study employed an applied research design with a quantitative approach using a survey methodology.
The statistical population included all elementary school principals and teachers in Khuzestan Province. A multi-stage cluster
sampling method was used, selecting eight regions from the province, resulting in a total sample of 717 teachers and 211
principals. Data were collected using the Wonder-full Education Questionnaire (WEQ), which includes 14 subscales assessing
different aspects of awe-inspiring education. The questionnaire utilized a five-point Likert scale, ranging from "strongly
disagree" to "strongly agree." Descriptive statistics and inferential tests, including one-sample t-tests and Friedman’s ranking

test, were conducted using SPSS software to analyze the data.

Findings: The findings indicate that the awe-inspiring education scale and all of its subscales scored significantly above average
with more than 99% confidence. This suggests that the current status of awe-inspiring education is favorable across all
measured dimensions. Among the 14 subscales, the highest mean scores were observed in the dimensions related to the
emotional and psychological state during teaching and child-centered education, reflecting their greater emphasis in
educational settings. The dimensions ranked lower included teacher modeling and teacher sensitivity, indicating areas that
may require further development. Furthermore, the results revealed significant differences in the rankings of awe-inspiring
education dimensions. The child-centered teaching approach and enriched learning environments were ranked the highest,

while the teacher's role as a model received the lowest rank.

Conclusion: The results of this study highlight the growing recognition of awe as a crucial component of education. The
findings suggest that teachers and principals are increasingly aware of the importance of creating awe-inspiring learning
experiences, with a strong emphasis on emotional and child-centered approaches. However, the lower ranking of teacher
modeling and sensitivity underscores the need for professional development initiatives to equip educators with the skills
necessary to act as effective role models for fostering awe. Despite the positive trends observed in this study, it is essential to
acknowledge potential challenges in maintaining awe-inspiring education, such as rigid curricula, high-stakes testing, and the
pressures of standardized assessments. Addressing these challenges requires a shift in educational policies and practices that
prioritize creativity, exploration, and emotional engagement. Future research should explore the long-term impacts of awe-
inspiring education on students' cognitive and emotional development and investigate effective strategies for embedding awe
into different educational contexts. Additionally, qualitative studies could provide deeper insights into teachers' and students'

lived experiences with awe-inspiring education. In conclusion, the study emphasizes the need for continued efforts to integrate



awe into educational practices and recommends that sc rators and policymakers support initiatives that

a culture of wonder and curiosity in classrooms.
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3, narrative stories
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3. discover nature



4 o (\Y"\c ).,.;Lg)\“ D)Lo.:: M) 0)9d ‘L)%)?ﬁ5 L):’)?"] L;'”l';":’ 4.:.9[>

dlo%fs )'] Cged L Conl Sen gH b b ),5).) ¢Jl~a LS‘)% .(\"\\" (yaigyy YNY «Sold V4N Y cu}ub) Ol)'yoi uijl.)\c.»).? 5 oy PSS 'N/'])J.
D'Olimpio, 2020; Gladveanu, 2017; ) ams iul3sl |, Ko daje 4 56l g 5585 dog clp 8565 Soyo gy 5l Ly g 50
(Washington, 2018

sl e oy 9 Bi9el 23 KD & mapder |y (28l 145 cul ggdge cul S g 18 RS Sy (1l gl ol bl Sl Bam
4 0ol a2 b 1) qumd gl Sl ool & eailsts &S0l (gl Saimd sl 1) SISl b 58 5 Suimd g 1) (HiKS Lb g Wl o)le L
slole )3 o @) cla Yzl I (absS 4oM g 0,8 mulis LIyl Shjgel b (K5 porie | paiie (il porde Sy e bigel 5 (1K bL3)
aS 1y hjeel Blual g o w5gs a5 5,5 manlgd gy e I wublgd &l ) sl pae Cany g pulsd 3 16K L a0l 3590 50 500
Sl Gl edlizal o] Sl Lo gl ptib o A8 o Ko ]y i 4 (sBigel iz 9 ) cipos KD (e 4 @)l (531 RS sla )
Conl ) it 5] Jl63 &y 45 imay bl e 11 Suimdy gy 1y (25 b simd ploosl a5l o 6} 4 Loyl 45 muiS o)y pilsios

Sl W3Sy 531 (RS Ghjsel ol 39290 Cumdg &S

DR owlini g,

s ol ohid 0)93 ylie (e 5 Ololee 45T Jols (imgsy (5Ll anely g (oS 2l 05 JLai 1 g (6,8 Bam jLas ] aslllas
sy (55 dged (o9 &5 5 Sl (65 diged ok Jlamels (SuSly aaxgi b plpae 5 plelse | 65 diged il Lol 2 g2
Comdge & dagi b |y 3blio 1l 395 0 o (g0l dilaiefe &y (liujd ol &Syl & drg b jglaie (am 4y b odlisul (gl alye iz
Oy 4 adlate 53 Cuond p 5l o3l (Balal (65 diged jl ookl b s 0235 el (05 9 38 ) e Jlod eopiz) Cannd gy 4 (2l 3>
g N Gl dolidun yy (! Cas dged (lais 4 duoyde dix ddhaio ja | glades (605 Wged l edlatul b cules ;0 g S Q] diged dly

2313 Gl yeS o dalidiuny 4y ppdo JBYVY g phre LBVIV Coles )0 b @oje5 )l o dsl iy

Gl )3 0 wlio )3 5 gl dius &g 4 odlitul )90 dolidius p b o3l (WEQ) 5551 65 b jge] delidun s 51 idgds cpl )3 Limgls o3l
ool awd 93 )13l S lais & |y Wonder-full Education (WEQ) deluiuw y (ighs cpl slaie (o)l Coyls ulol p abl o S
et & oo gusly olido 25V g (00 (8 Shjoel 5 g (Bay 5 cisesl Lbjsel gme S8 Sajael (im) slidio elido 03,5 dus 4,
Oledes 4 a8 b 55 s gl sl 01 031> sy dwyde Cuygele 5 asul wile gla 35l g baylxin ccilial Lolul a8 a5 o3l slpii
@il (pallre MolS) (slaaiy ;5 b S (glasod wlido )0 W yiuoys i) Fuwl GV lgw 4y dw)de diljsy Slles ol & 0 0ol> slgidduy

e 0313 gl b (pblge MolS' g dblge p )l (ks

i 5 gl gon s 5 @i ) ol simgy Blunl (s Sl g 9 03,5 axlyo adlllas )50 o181 4y Sy «leMbl (45155 gkt o,
drunlo dolidin g )3 0w 13 (£ 8) (sl 1 G o (sl ol lyad A s el Slg)3 slagj dapnal Sl g o5 ) 0,8
ol b w9 a0 )bl sl Wl e o yd ol LT aShl byl (sl solul slaulos 48 dslne xSk oll 2 (oliend Bl pes 3
Onian g 501 (1S5 Shjeel ol sny s (gl il jobo 4y o il g 4ol b plol el Faslio sl sl Uy cpiSole b
Jolge ol plol 698 i (Stser o ol 2 0fag podlie Jlow g 325 b Ly slal (b)) 0855 ol oad dBLST g )35 Ll e

I, puzzlement
2, Possible sampling
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