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Abstract

Purpose: Parental domestic violence against children is a common phenomenon and social media
can help reduce it. As a result, the present research was conducted with the aim of fitting a
structural model of the impact of social media in combating the phenomenon of parental domestic
violence against children.

Methodology: This study in terms of purpose was applied and in terms of implementation method
was cross-sectional fromtype of correlation. The population of the present research was parents with
children aged 6 to 12 years in the cities of Baghdad, Karbala and Najaf, which based on the Cochran
formula 384 people of them were selected as samples using a multi-stage cluster sampling method.
The instrument of this research was a researcher-made questionnaire the impact of social media to
combating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against children, which its face validity by
experts and its reliability using the Cronbach's alpha method was confirmed. The data of the present
study were analyzed using exploratory factor analysis and structural equation modeling in SPSS and
Smart PLS software.

Findings: The results of the present research showed that the researcher-made questionnaire the
impact of social media to combating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against children
had 21 components and 7 dimensions of macro-multidimensional indicators, domestic violence
against children, infrastructure deficiencies, online social activism, online comprehensive supports,
inter-organizational assistance and multifaceted empowerment, which convergent validity of
dimensions was obtained using the average variance extracted method above 0.50 and their
reliability was obtained using the Cronbach's alpha and a combination methods above 0.70. Also, the
structural model of the impact of social media in combating the phenomenon of parental domestic
violence against children had a good fit and in this model, macro-multidimensional indicators on
domestic violence against children; infrastructure deficiencies on online comprehensive supports and
inter-organizational assistance; online social activism on online comprehensive supports and inter-
organizational assistance; online comprehensive supports and inter—organizational assistance on
multifaceted empowerment had a direct and significant effect (P<0.05), but domestic violence
against children on online comprehensive supports and inter-organizational assistance did not have a
significant effect (P>0.05).

Conclusion: According to the results of present research, social media experts and planners based
on the identified components can design and implement effective and practical programs to
ombating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against children.
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Detailed Abstract

Introduction: Domestic violence is a global scourge that threatens the health of families and society and injures many
people and causes physical, emotional and psychological problems; this type of violence, which occurs in a private
environment, usually targets children, especially girls (Barrett et al.,, 2024). Parental violence against children causes
behavioral and emotional problems and disorders, problems and disorders related to cognitive functioning and a number of
physical symptoms in adulthood (Isobe et al., 2020). Parental violence against children is one of the behavioral problems
that result from problematic families with an unhealthy structure and an undesirable relationship between parents and
children. In these families, it is usually caused by a stressful stimulus, such as parental addiction, their physical and verbal
violence, unhealthy relationships between parents and children, etc. (Mugnier, 2023). The main causes of parental violence
against children include parental ignorance, economic problems, specific family problems, promotion of violence by some
mass media and cyberspace, addiction and mental illnesses of parents (Gregory et al., 2020). Children who grow up in
violent families and are subjected to parental violence learn violence and cause the cycle of violence and its circulation and
transmission to other generations (Hemingway & Sullivan, 2022). Implementing methods such as avoiding retaliation,
talking after calming down, expressing sadness and discouragement, using positive statements and visiting counseling centers
are methods to combat the phenomenon of domestic violence (Shorey & Baladram, 2024). People by training in anger
management, correct communication skills and problem solving can strengthen their ability to create and strengthen
effective verbal communication and the ability to control and manage their aggressive impulses to combat the phenomenon
of domestic violence (Feresin & Santonocito, 2023). One of the effective factors in combating domestic violence is social
media (Liu et al., 2021). Social media refers to a set of sites and tools that were born, grew and developed in the space
created by new media such as the Internet and mobile phones (Bailey & Mellion, 2023). The most important change that
occurred in the process of the emergence of social media is the transformation of vertical communications into horizontal
communications; means, instead of one-way, centralized and top-down communications have been replace the, interactive,
dialogic and down-top communications (Bergsland & Gabarron, 2025). In recent decades, the use of social media has caused
changes in various areas of human life, such as political, social and cultural changes and developments and has effected
communication styles, social norms and parent-child relationships (Li et al., 2021). Nowadays, parental domestic violence
against children has become a common phenomenon and given the negative effects and consequences of this phenomenon
for children during childhood, adolescence and even adulthood, more research needs to be done on this phenomenon. One
of the possible effective factors in combating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against children is the social
media factor. Studies indicate that although research has been conducted on the impact of social media on domestic violence,
but these studies were very few on the one hand and were mostly qualitative on the other and accordingly, it is necessary to
examine and evaluate this issue in quantitative research. Therefore, given the prevalence of parental domestic violence
against children and the possible role of social media in reducing it, the present study was conducted with the aim of fitting a

structural model of the impact of social media in Combating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against children.

Methodology: This study in terms of purpose was applied and in terms of implementation method was cross-sectional
fromtype of correlation. The population of the present research was parents with children aged 6 to 12 years in the cities of
Baghdad, Karbala and Najaf, which based on the Cochran formula 384 people of them were selected as samples using a
multi-stage cluster sampling method. It should be noted that in this study, the questionnaire was sent online to 420 parents,
but the difficulty of some respondents in accessing the online forms led to a decrease in the response rate and analyses were
conducted after removing missing questionnaires for 384 people. The inclusion criteria for the study included the child
living with his or her biological parents, parents who used social media for educational and family issues at least once in the
past year, no stressful events such as divorce and death of relatives in the past three months, signing a consent form to
participate in the study, and not receiving psychological services in the past three months. Also, the exclusion criteria for the
study included refusing to complete the research instruments and not answering more than ten percent of the questions. The

instrument of this research was a researcher-made questionnaire the impact of social media to combating the phenomenon of



parental domestic violence against children, which its fa by experts and its reliability using the Cronba

method was confirmed. The data of the present study wer using exploratory factor analysis

equation modeling in SPSS and Smart PLS software.

Findings: The results of the present research showed that the researcher-ma
combating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against children had 21 co
multidimensional indicators, domestic violence against children, infrastructure deficiencies,

comprehensive supports, inter-organizational assistance and multifaceted empowerment, whic rgent validity of

dimensions was obtained using the average variance extracted method above 0.50 and their reliability was obtained using the
Cronbach's alpha and a combination methods above 0.70. Also, the structural model of the impact of social media in
combating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against children had a good fit and in this model, macro-
multidimensional indicators on domestic violence against children; infrastructure deficiencies on online comprehensive
supports and inter-organizational assistance; online social activism on online comprehensive supports and inter-
organizational assistance; online comprehensive supports and inter—organizational assistance on multifaceted empowerment
had a direct and significant effect (P<0.05), but domestic violence against children on online comprehensive supports and

inter-organizational assistance did not have a significant effect (P>0.05).

Conclusion: According to the results of present research, social media experts and planners based on the identified components can
design and implement effective and practical programs to combating the phenomenon of parental domestic violence against
children.Based on the findings of this study the following practical suggestions are presented at three levels of policy, institutional and
social. At the policy level, strengthening redistributive policies, reducing structural poverty and improving social welfare indicators are
among the essential priorities that should be pursued, especially in the form of programs such as social insurance, support subsidies for
high-risk families and providing social housing. At the institutional level, creating integrated reporting systems between educational,
health and social institutions will help facilitate organizational cooperation and increase its efficiency. At the social level, civil society
organizations and digital activists should use cyberspace for public mobilization and pressure on institutions; so that the design of digital

coalitions supporting children and online campaigns can increase public awareness and strengthen the accountability system.
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