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Abstract

Purpose: The present study, with a perspective toward the concept of the "transcendent city,"
aimed to examine the impact of parental role modeling and harmonization on the civic socialization
of children within families of elementary school students in Tehran.

Methodology: This research was conducted using a survey method. A statistical sample of 726
families was selected through multistage cluster random sampling. Data collection was carried out
in schools across 11 districts of Tehran. A researcher-made questionnaire, validated and confirmed
for reliability, was used to measure the variables. The data were analyzed using confirmatory factor
analysis, partial correlation coefficients, and multivariate regression with SPSS version 24.
Findings: The results of the analysis based on beta coefficients indicated that the civic socialization
of children was influenced by the variable of parental role modeling with a coefficient of 0.361 and
by the variable of parental harmonization with a coefficient of 0.239. Furthermore, 26.7% of the
variance in the civic socialization of children was explained by these two variables (Adj. R? = .267).
The relationships between the variables were also statistically significant (Sig. = .000).
Conclusion: This study, emphasizing the significance of parental role modeling and harmonization
and their effects on children’s civic socialization, suggests that children do not become who we wish
them to be, but rather who we truly are. Therefore, parents can contribute to the development of
a transcendent city and the well-being of children by improving their personal characteristics and

rational interactions, serving as role models for their children.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

The concept of civic socialization has garnered increasing sociological interest due to its implications for urban development and civic
responsibility in a globalizing world. Civic socialization refers to the process through which individuals internalize values, norms, and
behaviors conducive to responsible citizenship and active participation in public life. It bridges the domains of social learning and urban
sociology, emphasizing how family structures and interpersonal relationships shape individuals' societal engagement. Scholars have argued
that thriving urban civilizations stem from individuals with creativity, responsibility, critical thinking, and logical behavior—all of which
are products of effective socialization processes (Afrilihadi et al., 2025; Azadi et al., 2025; Naqdi, 2003). In this context, the role of

the family—particularly the parents—becomes crucial in shaping the personality traits essential to an ideal citizen.

Civic socialization encompasses responsibility, logical reasoning, and openness to critique—traits considered vital for sustaining
democratic societies and "transcendent cities." These cities are envisioned as spaces not only with efficient infrastructure but with
spiritually and ethically grounded citizens (Adejumo, 2025; Ekanem, 2014; Javanmard et al., 2018). The term "civic socialization"
combines the foundational concepts of "socialization" and "citizenship," reflecting a normative process through which desirable societal
roles and values are instilled in individuals. According to sociological perspectives, socialization transforms biologically-driven individuals
into socially-embedded actors, while citizenship, in modern discourse, goes beyond legal status to include a sense of belonging and societal

contribution (Anderson et al., 2008; Yarwood, 2016).

Among the most critical contributors to this process are parents. Albert Bandura’s Social Learning Theory postulates that children
internalize behaviors through observation and modeling rather than solely through reinforcement (Adejumo, 2025; Cho et al., 2024;
Colton & Godleski, 2024). Similarly, Cooley’s “looking-glass self” theory asserts that self-concept is shaped by social interactions,
particularly during childhood, with parental behavior acting as a mirror for the child’s identity formation (Shein & Zhou, 2023; Shojaei
et al., 2023). Furthermore, the parental harmonization—the degree of agreement and emotional congruence between parents—also
significantly affects children’s psychological health and their capacity to develop prosocial behaviors (Mills et al., 2020; Nemati Vanashi
& Nemati Vanashi, 2018). This study secks to explore how parental role modeling and harmonization affect the civic socialization of

clementary school children in Tehran, providing empirical insights into the development of responsible future citizens and the vision of

the transcendent city.
Methods and Materials

This quantitative study utilized a survey method to assess the impact of parental role modeling and harmonization on children’s civic
socialization. The target population consisted of families with elementary school students in Tehran. Based on statistical estimates and
Cochran’s formula, a sample size of 800 families was initially selected using multistage cluster random sampling, with 726 responses

deemed valid for analysis.

The research tools included three researcher-made questionnaires. One measured parental role modeling (six items), the second assessed
parental harmonization (six items), and the third evaluated children’s civic socialization across fifteen items. All instruments employed a
5-point Likert scale and underwent rigorous validation using confirmatory factor analysis. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients for the three
scales were 0.769, 0.768, and 0.897 respectively, confirming internal consistency. Data collection involved coordination with 66 schools
across 11 districts, and questionnaires were distributed to both mothers and fathers, ensuring balanced gender representation. To reduce

response bias, half the parents were asked to complete the questionnaire for a known family other than their own.

SPSS version 24 was used for data analysis. Descriptive statistics, confirmatory factor analysis, partial correlation (controlling for income,
education, and age), and multivariate regression were conducted to determine the predictive capacity of the independent variables on

civic socialization.
Findings

Descriptive statistics revealed that mean scores for parental role modeling, harmonization, and civic socialization were 3.99, 3.52, and
3.61, respectively. Skewness and kurtosis values indicated normal distribution of the data. Partial correlation analysis, controlling for

family income, parental education, and age, demonstrated significant correlations between all variables. Specifically, parental role
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modeling was positively correlated with children's civic socialization (r = 0.477, p < .001), and parental harmonization also showed a

significant relationship (r = 0.423, p < .001).

Multivariate regression analysis revealed that both independent variables significantly predicted civic socialization. Parental role modeling
had a standardized beta coefficient of 0.361, while parental harmonization had a coefficient of 0.239. The model accounted for 26.7% of
the variance in the dependent variable (Adjusted R? = 0.267), with an F-statistic of 130.869 (p < .001). These results confirm that both

parental factors significantly influence the development of civic social traits in children.
Discussion and Conclusion

The study confirms that parental role modeling plays a significant and direct role in shaping children’s civic socialization. Parents who
exhibit responsibility, logical thinking, honesty, and openness to criticism positively influence similar traits in their children. This finding
is consistent with Bandura’s model of observational learning, which emphasizes the internalization of modeled behavior. Cooley’s
reflective theory also supports the notion that a child’s self-concept is formed through parental feedback and social interaction. Asadi et
al. (2015) similarly identified role modeling as a key component of effective parenting, highlighting its impact on children’s social

development.

Additionally, the study highlights the crucial role of parental harmonization in the socialization process. Families where parents share
similar values, engage in cooperative parenting, and maintain harmonious relationships create a secure environment conducive to the
child’s emotional and civic development. Though few studies have directly linked parental harmonization to civic socialization, existing
research underscores its relevance to children’s psychological adjustment and relational well-being (Mills et al., 2020; Nemati Vanashi
& Nemati Vanashi, 2018; Oh et al., 2011). The present findings suggest that cooperative parenting not only supports emotional

regulation but also facilitates the development of civic virtues like responsibility, reasoning, and critique.

By framing civic socialization within the broader vision of the transcendent city, the study contributes a novel perspective to sociological
research. The transcendent city is not merely defined by its physical infrastructure but by the moral and intellectual maturity of its citizens.

This research emphasizes that the journey toward such a city begins at home—with parents serving as architects of civic consciousness.
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