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Abstract

Purpose: The aim of this study was to examine the level of attention to components of
moral character development in the fourth, fifth, and sixth-grade "Gifts of Heaven"
textbooks.

Methodology: This descriptive-analytical study employed Shannon entropy content
analysis. The statistical population included all textual, visual, and activity pages of the
"Gifts of Heaven" textbooks for the academic year 2022—2023. Due to the limited size of
the population, the sample was equal to the population. A checklist of 20 moral character
components was used to code the content at three levels: cognitive, affective (tendency),
and behavioral (action). Data were processed using the Shannon entropy method.
Findings: Findings indicated that the components of order, love, commitment, empathy,
and respect had the highest frequencies. Most attention was given to the cognitive level
(80.95%), with lesser focus on affective (53.76%) and behavioral (27.45%) dimensions.
Shannon entropy analysis ranked components such as order, commitment, empathy, and
respect at the top (importance coefficient: 0.93), while self-knowledge had the lowest
importance (0.019).

Conclusion: The textbooks primarily emphasize select components of character, with
insufficient and imbalanced attention to others across the three developmental levels. A
comprehensive revision is recommended to ensure more balanced coverage of all moral

components .
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

Moral character education has long stood as a cornerstone of holistic development in educational systems worldwide. It encompasses a
complex interplay of cognitive understanding, emotional engagement, and behavioral manifestation of ethical values, aimed at fostering
responsible, empathetic, and civic-minded individuals. Within this broad educational vision, character education during childhood holds
unique significance due to the psychological and developmental malleability of learners at early ages (Lickona, 1991). Scholars like
Lickona have conceptualized moral character as a composite of three domains: knowing the good, desiring the good, and doing the good,

all of which must be cultivated harmoniously (Lickona, 1993).

In the context of Iran, national educational policy documents such as the Fundamental Reform Document of Education and the National
Curriculum Document underscore the indispensable role of moral and ethical development as one of the six fundamental areas of education
(Planning, 2013; Supreme Council of Education, 2011). These documents envision nurturing morally grounded citizens who
embody Islamic and humanistic values. However, a growing body of research suggests a gap between these policy ideals and their practical
implementation in classroom content and delivery (Abedini Baltork, 2020; Moradi & Gholampour, 2020). Despite policy emphasis,

the actual representation of moral education in elementary textbooks appears uneven and often underdeveloped.

Empirical investigations into character education internationally reaffirm the importance of integrating moral values into the curriculum
not only as isolated topics but also as embedded principles across subjects. Cohen et al. (2014), for instance, argue that moral character
is expressed through the individual’s inclination and capacity to engage in moral cognition, emotions, and actions within social contexts
(Cohen et al., 2014). Similarly, Lucas (2019) highlights the need for context-responsive frameworks of character education that
transcend narrow cultural and disciplinary boundaries (Lucas, 2019). In the same vein, Konstaczak (2016) critiques oversimplified moral

education models and stresses the need for cthically rich, culturally rooted pedagogies (Konstaczak, 2016).

From a sociocultural standpoint, Suhartini et al. (2019) demonstrate that moral development is not purely instructional but embedded in
the cultural and behavioral norms internalized through education (Suhartini et al., 2019). This is further echoed in Iranian research,
where Abedini Baltork (2020) reveals a skewed emphasis on divine and religious values in textbooks while neglecting personal and civic
cthical domains (Abedini Baltork, 2020). Such findings parallel critiques by Safarpor Feizi et al. (2018) who call for a more balanced

inclusion of social virtues such as cooperation, courage, and fairness in curriculum content (Safarpor Feizi et al., 2018).

Given the above context, the current study was conducted to systematically examine the degree of attention given to moral character
development in the Gifts of Heaven religious education textbooks for grades four to six in Iranian primary schools. By utilizing Shannon
entropy analysis, the study offers an empirical evaluation of how comprehensively and equitably twenty core moral components have
been represented across cognitive, affective, and behavioral dimensions. This analysis contributes to an understanding of whether current
textbooks fulfill the moral educational mandates prescribed by national policies and aligns with internationally recognized pedagogical

practices .
Methods and Materials

This research employed a descriptive-analytical approach, with content analysis conducted using the Shannon entropy method. The
population included all pages of the Gifts of Heaven textbooks for grades 4, 5, and 6 in the 2022—2023 academic year. No sampling was
conducted due to the limited number of target texts. A checklist of 20 moral character components—such as honesty, empathy,
responsibility, courage, respect, and self-awareness—was developed based on existing literature and expert opinion. These components
were categorized into three levels of moral development: cognitive, affective (attitudinal), and behavioral. Each textbook page, including
texts, questions, images, and exercises, was analyzed for the presence of these components. Validity was confirmed by a panel of
educational experts, and reliability was verified through intercoder agreement. After coding, data were processed using three stages of

Shannon entropy: normalization, information load calculation, and importance coefficient extraction.

Findings
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The analysis showed that the most frequently mentioned moral components in the textbooks were order, love, commitment, empathy,
and respect, with order receiving the highest total frequency (27 instances), followed closely by love and commitment (24 instances

cach). Components such as self-awareness (3 instances), perseverance (6), and freedom of speech (5) were given the least attention.

When categorized by the levels of moral learning, cognitive references dominated with a total of 80.95% of all mentions. Affective
references followed with 53.76%, while behavioral manifestations of morality were notably lower at 27.45%. This indicates a heavy

emphasis on theoretical knowledge of moral values, with relatively less focus on fostering moral attitudes or actions.

The Shannon entropy method revealed similar trends in terms of component importance. Components such as order, commitment, love,
empathy, respect, responsibility, and courage had the highest information load and importance coefficients (all with 0.093), placing them
at the top of the ranking. In contrast, components like self-awareness (0.019), freedom of speech (0.020), and perseverance (0.021) were
placed at the bottom. This quantitative distribution shows a consistent undervaluation of certain moral dimensions, especially those related

to self-reflection, civic expression, and sustained effort.
Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study reveal a significant imbalance in the attention given to various moral components within the Gifis of Heaven
textbooks. The predominance of cognitive-level moral content reflects a narrow pedagogical approach that emphasizes declarative
knowledge over the cultivation of ethical dispositions and behaviors. While students may be able to recite moral principles, the limited

attention to affective and behavioral levels hinders the internalization and practical application of these values.

These results align with Moradi and Gholampour (2020), who reported similar imbalances in Persian language textbooks, noting a lack
of consistent integration of moral values across learning levels (Moradi & Gholampour, 2020). Similarly, Abedini Baltork (2020) found
that while divine values were adequately represented, personal and social ethics—critical for holistic moral development—remained
marginalized (Abedini Baltork, 2020). The implications of such findings are significant, especially when considering Lickona's model
that stresses equal emphasis on knowing, feeling, and doing good (Lickona, 1991).

Moreover, the neglect of civic-related components like freedom of speech, lawfulness, and citizenship is particularly troubling in the
context of cultivating socially responsible individuals. This deficit undermines the democratic and participatory aspects of moral
education, as emphasized by Althof and Berkowitz (2006) (Althof & Berkowitz, 2006). Even when components like empathy or
cooperation are addressed, their portrayal is often restricted to religious or familial contexts, failing to generalize to broader social

domains.

From a policy perspective, the study highlights a misalignment between the aims of national curriculum documents and their curricular
embodiment. Although official guidelines advocate for comprehensive moral development across intellectual, emotional, and social
dimensions, this goal has not been operationalized effectively in textbook content. The gap between policy intention and educational
practice calls for a systemic overhaul of textbook development processes, including the establishment of ethical frameworks that ensure

balanced representation.

Another concern is the lack of continuity and progression of moral components across grade levels. Ideally, textbooks should scaffold
moral learning by revisiting core values with increasing complexity. However, the present analysis found fragmented coverage with no
apparent developmental sequencing. This disrupts the moral learning trajectory and may lead to cognitive and ethical dissonance in

students.

The use of Shannon entropy proved particularly effective in quantifying the relative importance of components beyond simple frequency
counts. This method offered a multidimensional understanding of content quality and highlighted inconsistencies not easily detectable

through traditional analysis.

In conclusion, while the Gifts of Heaven textbooks show partial compliance with ethical education mandates by emphasizing certain values
such as order and respect, they fall short in delivering a comprehensive, balanced, and developmentally appropriate moral curriculum.
Without targeted revisions, these textbooks risk perpetuating superficial moral awareness that lacks emotional resonance and behavioral
impact. Therefore, it is imperative for curriculum designers, educators, and policymakers to adopt a more holistic and empirically

informed approach to moral education that reflects the complexity of human development and societal needs.
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